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More Information

What To Do If Bitten

The cottonmouth moccasin is a pit viper 
without rattles. Most Florida specimens 
average about three feet. It occurs 
commonly in every county in the state and commonly in every county in the state and 
on many coastal islands. Color pattern of 
the cottonmouth varies from olive-brown to 
black, with or without dark crossbands on 
the body. It is stoutbodied with an 
abruptly tapering tail, and a broad head abruptly tapering tail, and a broad head 
much wider than the neck. Often when dis-
turbed it draws into a loose coil, cocks its 
head upwards and opens its mouth wide to 
reveal the whitish interior lining, hence 
the name cottonmough. From this loose-
coiled stance, it lunges out in a fast strike 
to embed its poison carrying fangs. It does 
not have to be coiled to strike, but can 
deliver a bite from almost any position, 
either in or out of the water. A water 
snake, the cottonmouth is found along 
stream banks, in swamps, margins of 
laakes and in tree-bordered marshes. Baby 
Cottonmouths are boldly marked with 
reddish-brown crossbands and bright 
yellow tails. At this stage they can be yellow tails. At this stage they can be 
mistaken for copperheads.

Cotton Mouth
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